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mouth by the force of the Etesian winds which blow throughout the hot season, f and thatT it should flow from melting snow is all the more unlikely as snow cannot fall upon the Ethiopian mountains, on account of the burning lieat; but that rain should fall on them, as on the Indian mountains, is not beyond probability, since India in other respects besides is not unlike Ethiopia. Thus the Indian rivers, like the Nile in Ethiopia and Egypt, breed crocodiles, while some of them have fish and monstrous creatures such as are found in the Nile, with the exception only of the hippopotamus, though Onesikritos asserts that they breed this animal also. With regard to the inhabitants, there is no great difference in type of figure between the Indians and the Ethiopians, though the Indians, no doubt, who live in the south-west bear a somewhat closer resemblance to the Ethiopians, being of black complexion and black-haired, though they are not so snub-nosed nor have the hair so curly; while the Indians who live further to the north are in person liker the Egyptians,
VII. The Indian tribes, Megasthenes tells us, number in all 118. [And I so far agree with him as to allow that they must be indeed numerous, but wnen ne gives such a precise estimate I am at a loss t<? conjecture how he
f Cf, Herodotus, II. 20-87.